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Introduction 


This report was compiled by graduate students in the Capstone Course in International Crime and Justice, for the Master of Arts 
Degree Program in International Crime and Justice (ICJ770), during the spring, 2021 semester. 


The Master of Arts in International Crime and Justice at John Jay College of Criminal Justice prepares students from around the world 
to address the challenges posed by the growing phenomenon of international crime. Under the direction of John Jay faculty who are 
both distinguished scholars from multiple disciplines and practitioners in the field, students develop a deep understanding of the nature 
and impact of international crime and the domestic and international responses to it. This program of study was created in 2009 and 
has a current enrollment of 140 students. 


Students in the Capstone Course participated in the U.S. State Department’s Diplomacy Lab. Launched by the Department of State in 
2013, Diplomacy Lab is a public-private partnership that enables the State Department to “course-source” research related to foreign 
policy challenges by harnessing the efforts of students and faculty experts at colleges and universities across the United States. 
Diplomacy Lab is a partnership between the Department and U.S. colleges and universities, including John Jay College of Criminal 
Justice (CUNY). Partner schools participating in Diplomacy Lab conduct research around various topics presented to them by the 
State Department. Over the course of a semester, professors guide students in developing a final work product that accomplishes the 
goals outlined by the Department. Students have opportunities throughout the semester to discuss their research with U.S. Department 
of State officials. [https://www.state.gov/diplomacy-lab] 


The project completed for Diplomacy Lab by this cohort of IC&J Capstone Course graduate students was entitled “Review of 
Alternatives to Incarceration Efforts Worldwide.” It was completed in spring semester of 2021, for the Drug Demand Reduction 
Section, Office of Global Policy and Programs, Bureau of International Narcotics and Law Enforcement Affairs of the U.S. State 
Department. 


Substance use disorders are reoccurring chronic, often relapsing disease that affect the brain and should be treated within the public 
health arena similar to other diseases such as diabetes and heart disease. This understanding, however, does not easily find its way into 
public or social policy. Persons suffering from untreated substance use disorders most often end up in the criminal justice system 
because of criminal activity related to their disease and the need to support their addiction. The criminal justice system becomes the 
repository of individuals with substance use disorders and that system may be the first-place people suffering from the disease enter 
treatment. Therefore, opportunities for treatment interventions occur along the justice continuum from arrest to prosecution to 
sentencing to incarceration to release. Creating systematic treatment interventions which offer treatment in lieu of incarceration or 
further prosecution results in reduced criminal activity and increases opportunities for recovery. 


In the United Nations General Assembly Special Session on the World Drug Problem (UNGASS) in 2016, UN member states agreed 
on an important outcome document on the way forward to focus on drug demand reduction and supply reduction issues.' In that 
document member states agreed that the public health sector and the criminal justice system should work together to find more way to 
address nonviolent offender suffering from substance use. 


The goal of the project was to research the readiness of countries to establish or expand alternatives to incarceration (ATIs) for 
persons with substance use disorders (SUDs) in countries around the globe. This report answers that question by gathering, compiling 
and analyzing information on alternatives to incarceration for persons involved in the criminal justice with substance use disorders, 
worldwide (193 UN Member States plus Greenland, Kosovo, Palestine and Taiwan). As such, this report presents the first attempt to 
compile this information globally and completely. A video of the webinar meeting with the presentation of results is available at: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p3_h6hMOvTc. 





Students worked in teams to cover world regions, as follows: 


Emma Barton & Parkash Garcha, Oceania, Canada, United States 

Marc Gale, Karen Giraldo & Bianca Suazo, Latin America and the Caribbean 
Matthew Jobson & Meera Martin, Western Europe 

Charlotte Drozd & Arlinda Xhuveli, Eastern Europe 

Katelyn Ferguson & Aimee Hanstein, Middle East and North Africa (MENA) 
Josephine Kehm & Lindsay Lerner, Francophone Africa 

Anne Fatooh & Brianna Rivers, rest of Africa 

Devon McManamon and Mervyn Payne, Asia 


Methods 
Students in the class first attended class sessions with background reading and guest speakers on the topic of this report — alternatives 
to incarceration for the treatment of substance use disorders (SUDs).” We focused on evidence-based treatment? in our readings, and 





' UNODC (2016) Outcome document of the 2016 UN General Assembly Special Session on the World Drug Problem. 
https:/Avww.unodc.org/documents/postungass2016/outcome/V 1603301-E.pdf 

? SUD ~ as defined by the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders (DSM-5) of the American Psychiatric Association, and explained 
here: https://www.nimh.nih. gov/health/topics/substance-use-and-mental-health/; for the purpose of our study, we limited SUDs to those involving 
illicit drugs. 

3 Evidence-based treatment refers to that which is based on scientific research. See Principle 4 of the International Standards for the Treatment of 
Drug Use Disorders. WHO & UNODC (2020). International standards for the treatment of drug use disorders: Revised edition incorporating 
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